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 CPC and National offices

 CPC coverage

 CPC updates

 CPC Collaborative Environment (CE)

 CPC International

− Impact on DocDB XML users

 CPC updates at the USPTO

Agenda:



The Cooperative Patent Classification

From a bilateral initiative to a global international 
classification system
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European Patent Office

29 Offices participating in the CPC
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IP Australia is now sending CPC data
(available since 10 Feb 2020)



... including 16 EPO Member States
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CPC coverage 

Much more than EP & US documents
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CPC coverage EPO core collection

57.0 M

57 M documents 
classified in the CPC 

+ 1.5 M NPL documents
+ family propagation
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Publications with allocations from national offices
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 7th CPC Annual meeting with National Offices, 18 February 2020, 
(WIPO) Geneva, Switzerland

 CPC Annual meeting with Industry, 20 March 2020, EPO Vienna

 Patent Information Users Group (PIUG) 2020 annual conference, 
26-30 April 2020, Orlando, Florida, United States

2020 events where CPC will be presented



CPC Update



 Four releases per year
 Announced under "Latest News"

section on www.cpcinfo.org

 Four CPC releases in 2020:
− 1 January 2020     CPC 2020.01
− 1 February 2020    CPC 2020.02
− 1 May 2020            CPC 2020.05
− 1 August 2020 CPC 2020.08

CPC Release Schedule
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http://www.cpcinfo.org/
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The CPC revision process

REQUEST PROJECT

time

US or EP makes 
proposal

Discussion on scope
 Business case
 Number of families to 

reclassify

Bilateral approval to launch 
CPC revision project

Scheme 
development

Preliminary scheme 
agreement

Test phase

Final scheme 
agreement

Preparation for 
publication

Scheme pre-
published

Scheme 
published

Reclass Finalisation

Reclass
completed

Project 
completed
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How can I see that a symbol has been revised?
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... within a specific time frame?



In which areas are projects running?
 For the public, the list of 

active projects can be 
retrieved  from cpcinfo.org

 Offices interested in 
following CPC revisions are 
encouraged to make the 
necessary SAML (single 
sign-on) developments to 
access the CEF.

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/index


European Patent Office

How can I look at the details of the changes?
Contained in the CPC Notices of  Changes (NoCs)
− PDF/XML documents containing all the details of the changes
− Available one month prior to the entry into force of a new version 

of the CPC Scheme
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https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges/CPCNOC704RP0151H01L.pdf


European Patent Office

NoC for RP0151 (H01L) – structure – cover sheet
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European Patent Office

NoC for RP0151 – Revision Concordance List (RCL)
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Past NoCs are searchable!

19



Searchable NoC archive
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CPC Notices of Changes (NoC) publications:



Projects completed in 2019-2020:
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Additional files available after the list of NoCs

...



CPC compilation of changes (1/2)
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CPC compilation of changes (2/2)
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CPC revisions – pre-release area
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CPC revisions – bulk data
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CPC revisions – bulk data - list of valid CPC symbols 
(2019.08)

.csv  .xls
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CPC revisions – bulk data
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CPC revisions – bulk data - CPC validity file

...
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CPC revisions – bulk data
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CPC revisions – bulk data
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How do I know which collections to search during 
reclassification?

NoC of RP0151 (H01L):
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Finding revision information ...
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... the importance of Warnings!
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... also in the destination groups

Source group

Destination group



 When reclassification is completed ...

− the old, empty symbols are deleted
− All the corresponding warnings (source and destination) are deleted

 No warning means that the inventories of a symbol are complete
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When do I know that reclassification is completed?



European Patent Office

CPC Annual Report 2017/2018

http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/AnnualReports
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http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/AnnualReports


 The list of authorized areas for classification with C-Sets has been 
revised in February 2020 with additional classification practice 
information
 An extra table has been added showing CPC ranges in the 

polymers’ area where C-Sets are not used for font file classification 
by can still be used for search. 
 Projects to harmonize detailed definitions for the use of C-Sets 

in the area of polymers such as C08F, C08G, C08K, C08L, C09D, C09J 
have been completed. 
 Projects to clean wrong information on C-Sets in the non-

authorized areas have been completed.

Combination Sets (C-Sets)



Combination Sets (C-Sets)

CPC
Sections A B C D E F G H

CPC
Subclasses:

A01N B01D C04B D07B

None

G01N H01L
A23G B01J C05B G02B
A23V B05D C05D
A61K B22F C05F
A61L B29C C05G
A61M B32B C07C

B65H C08F
C08G
C08K
C08L
C09D
C09J
C10M
C12N
C12Q

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/CombiSetsListofFields.pdf

Updated list of subclasses where combination sets are authorised published:

Published in January 
and February 2020  

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/CombiSetsListofFields.pdf


Use of C-Sets in Notes in the scheme



C-sets notification in definition:



C-sets notification in definition:



CPC as open linked data



Want to know more about CPC classification practice?



CPC training modules:

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training


CPC training material



CPC International



Why were these changes made?

The EPO and USPTO wished:

 to treat all CPC classification symbols allocated by the EPO, 
USPTO and the other CPC Offices equally 

 to facilitate access to CPC data for their examiners

 to simplify synchronisation and conflict resolution between the EPO 
and USPTO

 to upgrade the bilateral infrastructure
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What changes are being made?

Until the end of August 2019
 All CPC classification symbols allocated by CPC Offices other than 

EPO and USPTO were stored at the document level in special 
CPCNO fields

As of 26 August 2019:
 Classification symbols allocated by all CPC offices are stored at the 

simple patent family level
 The office which allocated each symbol is visible and searchable
 “Raise Hand” flags are no longer being created
 US documents continue to be circulated to EPO examiners
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European Patent Office

INPI Brazil BR9910073 H01R 12/71

H01R 12/71
H01R 13/6581

CNIPA CN1306684 H01R 13/65
EPO EP1075714 H01R 12/71

H01R 13/6581
UKIPO GB2353908 H01R 12/73
KIPO KR20010071195 H01R 13/65
PRV SE0003892 H01R 13/6581
USPTO US6206729 H01R 12/71 

H01R 13/6581

Document level
(CPCNO)

Family level
(CPC)

Old situation
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INPI Brazil BR9910073 H01R 12/71

H01R 12/71 (BR, EP, US)
H01R 13/65 (CN, KR)

H01R 13/6581 (EP, SE, US)
H01R 12/73 (GB)

CNIPA CN1306684 H01R 13/65
EPO EP1075714 H01R 12/71

H01R 13/6581
UKIPO GB2353908 H01R 12/73
KIPO KR20010071195 H01R 13/65
PRV SE0003892 H01R 13/6581
USPTO US6206729 H01R 12/71

H01R 13/6581

Document level
(CPCNO)

New situation
(as of 26 August 2019)

Family level
(CPC)
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European Patent Office

INPI Brazil BR9910073

H01R 12/71 (EP, BR, US)
H01R 13/65 (CN, KR)

H01R 13/6581 (EP, SE, US)
H01R 12/73 (GB)

CNIPA CN1306684
EPO EP1075714

UKIPO GB2353908
KIPO KR20010071195
PRV SE0003892
USPTO US6206729

Family level
(CPC)

H01R 12/73 (GB)

New situation



European Patent Office

INPI Brazil BR9910073 H01R 12/71

H01R 12/71
H01R 13/6581

CNIPA CN1306684 H01R 13/65
EPO EP1075714 H01R 12/71

H01R 13/6581
UKIPO GB2353908 H01R 12/73
KIPO KR20010071195 H01R 13/65
PRV SE0003892 H01R 13/6581
USPTO US6206729 H01R 12/71 

H01R 13/6581

Document level
(CPCNO)

Family level
(CPC)

Old situation
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European Patent Office

Document level
(CPCNO)

Family level
(CPC)

New situation
as of 26 August 2019

INPI Brazil BR9910073 H01R 12/71

H01R 12/71 (EP, BR, US)
H01R 13/65 (CN, KR)

H01R 13/6581 (EP, SE, US)
H01R 12/73 (GB)

CNIPA CN1306684 H01R 13/65
EPO EP1075714 H01R 12/71

H01R 13/6581
UKIPO GB2353908 H01R 12/73
KIPO KR20010071195 H01R 13/65
PRV SE0003892 H01R 13/6581
USPTO US6206729 H01R 12/71

H01R 13/6581
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European Patent Office

INPI Brazil BR9910073

H01R 12/71 (EP, BR, US)
H01R 13/65 (CN, KR)

H01R 13/6581 (EP, SE, US)
H01R 12/73 (GB)

CNIPA CN1306684
EPO EP1075714

UKIPO GB2353908
KIPO KR20010071195
PRV SE0003892
USPTO US6206729

Family level
(CPC)

H01R 12/73 (GB)

New situation
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CPC International
Impact on DocDB XML users



European Patent Office 60

Impact on DocDB XML users (1/3)
From the point of view of DocDB XML, the changes related to the 
CPC International project are minor:

 No impact on schema definition
 No impact on the content of element <patent-classification>
 Minor change in the content of element <classification-scheme>
− old : value “CPC” (EPO, USPTO) or “CPCNO” (other NO)
− new: value “CPCI”
 Minor change for element <generating-office>
− old: only populated when “scheme” = “CPCNO”
− new: populated in all cases, i.e. also when the US or EP is the 

generating office



European Patent Office 61

Impact on DocDB XML users (2/3)

Impact is low but benefit is substantial:

 The office endorsing an allocation is visible in all cases

... also when this office is the EPO or USPTO

 Allocations from all offices are treated equally



European Patent Office 62

Impact on DocDB XML users (3/3)

 Notification and documentation was sent in November 2018, 
now part of the official documentation:
http://documents.epo.org/projects/babylon/eponet.nsf/0/6266D96FA
A2D3E6BC1257F1B00398241/$File/T09.01_ST36_User_Documen
tation_vs_2.5.8.1_en.pdf

 Includes sample files

http://documents.epo.org/projects/babylon/eponet.nsf/0/6266D96FAA2D3E6BC1257F1B00398241/$File/T09.01_ST36_User_Documentation_vs_2.5.8.1_en.pdf


European Patent Office 63

Impact on Espacenet users (1/4)
 Espacenet now displays the office(s) endorsing the CPC allocation 

in-between brackets next to the allocation



European Patent Office 64

Impact on Espacenet users (2/4)

cpc=(C08F2220/1825 prox/unit=sentence EP)

cpc=(C08F2220/1825 prox/unit=sentence(US,EP))

cpc=(C08F220/02/low prox/unit=sentence(US,KR,EP))

cpcc=(C07C37/08 prox/unit=sentence(CN,EP,US))

cpcc=(C08F218/08 prox/unit=sentence(C08F220/06,US,EP))

 Offices can also be searched:

 Example:
cpc=(C08F2220/1825 prox/unit=sentence(US,EP))



European Patent Office 65

Impact on Espacenet users (3/4)



European Patent Office

Impact on Espacenet users - New Espacenet (4/4)



European Patent Office 67

Summary of the CPC International project

 From an EPO-USPTO bilateral initiative, the CPC is now an 
international classification standard: 29 offices in the CPC

 The CPC is extending its coverage: 57 million documents classified 

 Offices providing CPC allocations can now be displayed and 
searched

 With the CPC International project, the CPC is modernising its 
infrastructure to get ready for the future!



Thank you for your attention!
More info? www.cpcinfo.org

cpc@epo.orgcpc@uspto.gov

http://www.cpcinfo.org/
mailto:cpc@epo.org
mailto:cpc@uspto.org
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