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CPC Scheme and Definitions availability

• www.cpcinfo.org
– also available here:

• ECLA-to-CPC concordance list (XML/TXT)
• CPC-to-IPC concordance list (XML/TXT)

• worldwide.espacenet.com/classification

• www.uspto.gov/web/patents/classification/index.html
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CPC “original” scheme layout
Sections A-H Section Y

Main trunk

• 647 subclasses
• ~ 160 000 symbols
• for invention or additional information
• {...} and green colour used to distinguish CPC 

text from IPC one

• 6 subclasses
• ~7 300 symbols
• including former 

USPC “XRAC's and 
digests”

• for tagging of 
emerging cross-
sectional 
technologies 

• for additional 
information only

Indexing codes ─ 2000 series

• ~ 82 000 symbols 
• “breakdown” indexing codes (< 2200)
• “orthogonal” indexing codes (≥ 2200)
• IPC indexing codes
• for additional information only



Terminology and usage of CPC symbols
CPC symbol Terminology Allocation value Usage

G02F 1/011 main trunk invention information to classify a contribution 
over the prior art

G02F 1/011 main trunk additional information

to classify an aspect 
which brings no 
contribution over the 
prior art, but is useful for 
search

G02F 2001/0113 2000 series
breakdown code additional information

to classify a refinement 
or a detail specific 
(contextual) to the 
group in consideration

G02F 2201/00 2000 series
orthogonal code additional information

to classify a refinement 
or a detail not specific to 
the group in 
consideration, i.e. 
crossing over (going 
orthogonal to) more 
main groups



The “original” presentation of the CPC
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The “original” presentation (cont'd)

• Symbols in the 2000 series which are shown in grey 
are “place holders” which mirror non-2000 series 
groups located higher in the schemes 

• “Place holder” symbols are not used for 
classification and search purposes
– they exist only to provide a hierarchical context to the 

“breakdown” groups
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The “interleaved” presentation of the CPC
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The “interleaved” presentation (cont'd)
• The “interleaved” presentation of the scheme 

provides an alternate view to the “original” 
presentation
– It presents 2000 breakdown codes interspersed within 

the upper part of the scheme in their proper contextual 
order rather than at the bottom of the scheme indented 
under the “place holder” groups in the “original 
presentation”

• Lately the CPC Joint Board has decided that 
the “interleaved” presentation should become 
the official one
– to be implemented in the first semester of 2014
– Only “interleaved version” to be used in the future ? We 

would like your feedback…
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The Y section: tagging and Y10S

• General tagging of new technological developments or 
of cross-sectional technologies spanning over several 
sections of the IPC
– Y02: Climate change mitigation technologies (CCMT)
– Y04: Smart grids

• Technical subjects covered by former USPC
cross-reference art collections [XRACs] and Digests
– Y10S
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CPC Definitions

• 626 Definitions available for each CPC subclass
– excluded: indexing-only subclasses, 

e.g. C10N, G21Y, Y subclasses

• Same layout and structure of IPC Definitions

• All subclasses (except indexing-only ones) and main 
groups are covered
– many sub-groups are covered

• 50.000 PDF pages PDF produced in less than two 
years !
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Thank you!

www.cpcinfo.org
cpc@epo.org

cpc@uspto.gov


