
Combination sets

Introduction to classification with Combination sets in Polymers



Classification in Polymers

• Classification in polymers can cover various aspects:
o Polymer structure
o Polymer synthesis and processes
o Composition of polymer mixtures
o Properties of polymers and polymer compositions
o Uses of polymer compositions

• Classification by one or several Main-Groups or Sub-Groups in CPC

2



Aspects of Polymer classification

Documents are classified within several Groups
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Linked Symbols: Combination sets

• Combination sets:
• Groups of “Linked symbols”: 

– Combination set identifies the presence of technical features taken 
“in combination” or “together“ in an embodiment

• Bringing together symbols from different sub-groups indicates a technical 
relationship between said features

• Allows to classify linked features for which no single sub-group exists
• Retaining the link between features allows:

– increased precision of search when a document contains combined 
information about e.g. product-process, products compositions, 
products-uses

– Find features that are otherwise not easy to find
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Linked Symbols: Combination sets, linking Sub-groups together
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http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/cpcSchemeAndDefinitions/table.html



Example
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Example (Continued)

c
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Combination set: C08F2220/1825,C08F220/14,C08F220/06



Finding documents and Combination sets classification 
symbols on Espacenet
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Finding documents and classification symbols on 
Espacenet (2)
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Conclusion

• Use of Combination Set allows a proper indexing and searching of 
combined features that are otherwise not easy to find

• Use of Combination Sets increases search efficiency, reduces noise 
in search

• Use of Combination Sets does not bring extra costs (process, 
products, uses have to be identified anyway)

• Use of Combination Sets is not another classification but rather a 
further dimension in classification
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